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2015 Officers 

 
President: Bob Darcey bdarcey1@hotmail.com  

Vice President: Bill Folse b3folse@aol.com    

Secretary: Jacki Boudreaux jackib@aol.com   

Treasurer: Elisha Darcey elizabeth_darcey@acs-louisiana.com 
          

2015 Board of Directors      

            
Joe Mesa   corvette-zr1@cox.net    

James Boudreaux  jboudreaux@aol.com     

Michael Leeds   laorange@bellsouth.net   

Richard Plauche  pesi@cox.net 

Robert Leeds   rjleeds@cox.net   

Jimmy Herod   jlherod@aol.com 

mebesnard@gmail.comMac Besnard      

Bill Matthews   wbmjr1@gmail.com    

Stanley Kenney  stanleyjkenney@gmail.com  
          

Immediate Past President: Felix Famularo 
President Emeritus: Terry Gilbert  
Webmaster: Wayne Latour 
Membership Director: Richard Plauche 
Newsletter Editor: Bob Darcey 
Postmaster: Dustie Portie 

To see the USA in a Chevrolet see 
 our sponsor:

 

Announcements 

General Membership meeting 
Friday, October 16th, 2015, at 
the Italian Pie,  5650 Jefferson 
Hwy, Harahan. Dinner at 6:00 
PM and meeting will start at 
7:00PM. 
 
Monthly Board Meeting at Mr. 
9ŘΩǎ hȅǎǘŜǊ .ŀǊ & Fish House, 
3117 21st St., Metairie. 
Monday, October 12th at 
6:00PM 
 
Vette Fest & Tail of the Dragon, 
Oct. 1-5 in Gatlinburg, TN. See 
page 9. 
 
Extravetteganza, October 17 at 
Cajun Country in Slidell. See 
page 10. 
 
Vettes By The Shore & Bayou 
State Car Shows ς both on 
October 31st. See Pages 15 & 
16. 
 
Corvette Events: Check for 
upcoming events on the 
Confederation Calendar: 
http://www.localcalendar.com/pu
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 Hello Everyone! 

[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ L ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǳǎΗέ Lǘ ǿŀǎΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ a joke 

ŀǎ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ флΩǎΗ bƻǿ ƻǳǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ улΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǿǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ слΩǎ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΗ LΩƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǇƻǇ Ƴȅ ǘƻǇ όƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΗύ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎƻƳŜ ŎǊǳƛǎƛƴƎΦ 

There are a number of car shows listed in this newsletter, but I want to 

ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ 

The first is the Sportscar Vintage Racing Association event at NOLA 

Motorsports Park, October 8-11. This is a racing series that travels across 

the USA. There is also a car show associated with the event October 10th. If 

you want to see the qualifying and racing a three day pass costs $40.00 plus 

$10.00 for parking. If you register your car for the car show you get two 

passes to the races, parade laps (weather permitting) and a free concert on 

Saturday evening. Car show registration costs $50.00. You can register on 

the internet at http://www.svra.com/car-shows/2015-nola-car-show/. 

The second event is sponsored by the North Shore Corvette Club. Vettes & 

Beignets is an event that includes breakfast and a back road tour that starts 

ŀǘ /ŀŦŞΩ 5ǳ aƻƴŘŜΣ тлпот Iǿȅ нмΣ /ƻǾƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ [!Σ ŀǘ фΥлл!aΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘǎ ŀǘ 

Barley Oaks, 2101 Lakeshore Dr., Mandeville, LA. Sounds like a nice Sunday 

drive! 

We have a group leaving on October 1st for Gatlinburg, TN. The trip includes 

ǘƘŜ ά±ŜǘǘŜŦŜǎǘέ ŎŀǊ ǎƘƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƛƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ǊŀƎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΦ L ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ 

9ƭƛǎƘŀ ϧ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ 

for us. I look forward to pictures and a report for those who do make this 

trip. I want to thank Felix Famularo & Karen Bedell for putting this activity 

together. 

Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ŎŀǊ ǎƘƻǿǎΥ Dbh//Ωǎ 

Extravetteganza (October 17thύΣ aD///Ωǎ ±ŜǘǘŜǎ .ȅ ¢ƘŜ {ƘƻǊŜ όhŎǘƻōŜǊ 

31st), and Bayou State Car Show (Lafayette, October 31st). I would ask that 

ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ Dbh//Ωǎ ŀƴŘ aD///Ωǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ 

car show through attendance and sponsor awards.  

Lastly, it is election time. The nominating committee, chair by Felix 

FamuƭŀǊƻΣ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ bƻ ƴŜǿ 

nominations were offered so no voting will be necessary at the October 

meeting. A list of the 2016 Officers and Board Members appears in the Club 

News portion of this newsletter. 

2016 Legends Car Show Registration Form is attached! 

Wave at óem.  Wave even if they donôt wave back.  They might not know any 

better. 

BobD 

 

October Birthdays 

 

Craig Gifford  Oct. 1 

Joe Mesa  Oct. 4 

John Maggiore Oct. 5 

Charles Horton Oct. 13 

Lilly Rivera  Oct. 15 

Robert Huffman Oct. 17 

Virginia Huffman Oct. 17 

Donna Farenholt Oct. 22 

Stanley Kenney Oct. 27 

Jane Wilkinson Oct. 28 

 

 

 

CCCC Welcomes New Members! 

Michael OΩKeefe Jr. Of New 
Orleans ς 1962 Black Roadster 

Membership Numbers: 53 

Aux & Honorary - 13 

Junior ς 1 
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National Corvette Museum Holds Ribbon Cutting for Skydome Post Sinkhole 

Construction   

Email ThisBlogThis!Share to Twitter Share to FacebookShare to Pinterest 

Milestone 1 -Millionth Corvette Unveiled as Part of the Ceremony  

 

 

Itõs official! A year and a half after a large sinkhole formed in the Skydome of the National Corvette 

Museum, the 13 story iconic landmark is back, better than ever, with all eight òsinkhole Corvettesó 

returned to display. Though the Skydome re -opened to visitors on July 6, a ceremonial ribbon cutting 

(or rather, caution tape cutt ing) was held as part of the Museumõs 21st Anniversary Celebration. 

 

What could have been a major road block for the Museum became more of a speed bump as the 

sinkhole is credited with the 67% increase in visitors for 2014. Instead of immediately filling t he 

sinkhole and restoring the Corvettes, the Museum òmade lemonadeó and embraced the international 

news-making occurrence, putting natureõs handiwork on display for most of 2014. 

 

òThe success of the sinkhole saga could not have been possible without the help and support of several 

key players,ó said Katie Frassinelli, Museum spokesperson, at the dedication event. Frassinelli stressed 

how fortunate the Museum was that no one was in the building when the collapse occurred while 

thanking the construction crew  and insurance company for also embracing the new attraction. òThey 

have entertained our crazy requests ð from saving sinkhole boulders for our landscaping, to salvaging 

dirt and rock that we bottled for sale in the Corvette Store,ó she said. Frassinelli also commented that 

much of the Museumõs positive outcome from the sinkhole collapse is a result of being able to release 

video footage of the collapse as it occurred, and later allowing visitors to stand mere feet from the 

sinkhole to get an up close view.  

 

òThere is one chapter left to our story,ó Frassinelli said. òLate this fall we are excited to welcome a 

special exhibit called Corvette Cave -In: The Skydome Sinkhole Experience. Visitors will learn the 

particulars of sinkholes, karst landscapes, and cave s as well as what happened, why it happened, 

details on the eight Corvettes and how they were recovered and restored, and how the building was 

structurally repaired. The tour ends as the cave they are visiting virtually collapses over their heads to 

reveal their location underneath the Museum.ó 
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The ceremony concluded with the caution tape cutting before rolling into a seminar on the restoration 

of the 1992 ò1-millionthó Corvette. After more than four months and 1,200 man-hours of painstaking 

craftsmanship by the GM team, the restoration of the milestone car is complete, and the Corvette was 

unveiled in the Skydome.  

 

The 1-millionth Corvette was one of the eight cars that fell victim to the February 12, 2014 sinkhole. 

And Chevrolet quickly came forward and pledged to restore it. After being rescued from the sinkhole, 

the 1-millionth Corvette was moved from the Museum to the Design Center on GMõs Technical Center 

campus in Warren, Mich., for restoration.  

 

òAs the one and only 1-millionth Corvette, its preserv ation was important to us as the designers of the 

vehicle ð and as Corvette enthusiasts,ó said Ed Welburn, vice president of GM Global Design. òThe 

damage was significant in many ways; however we have one of the most highly skilled specialty shops 

and team of people in the industry, so they were fully prepared to take on the challenge.ó 

 

òChevrolet is proud to have helped restore this extremely significant car in Corvette's long, storied 

history," said Mark Reuss, GM executive vice president, Global Product  Development, Purchasing and 

Supply Chain. "When we disassembled it, we found that each employee involved in building it had 

signed a part of the car, which was fantastic and moving to see. It brought the history to life, and 

reinforced the importance of t he project."  

 

Despite extensive damage, GMõs team vowed to preserve and repair as many original components as 

possible ð a decision that involved posterity as much as history, in order to preserve those signatures of 

the Bowling Green Assembly workers who built the car.  

 

Only two signed components couldnõt be saved, so the team had the autographs scanned, reproduced 

as transfers and placed on the replacement parts.  

 

One component with a single signature from Bowling Green Assembly employee Angela Lamb was too 

damaged to save or even accurately scan for her autograph. Lamb joined event attendees for the big 

reveal, signing her name on the replacement part. The 1 -millionth Corvette is now historically accurate 

down to the last signature.  

 

Among the parts repla ced were the hood, front fascia and the lower panels between the front wheels 

Page 4 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-lCJ4fyjgx_0/VejFo2UT90I/AAAAAAAAEvk/nmCKL6tf58E/s1600/1MilReveal.jpg


and doors, as well as a number of ancillary supporting components under the hood. The replacements 

came from a vehicle of the same vintage and color, ensuring authenticity of the  parts and materials 

involved with the restoration.  

 

A few other components, such as the rear fascia and front exhaust system, would have probably been 

replaced in almost any other restoration project, but the team repaired them because they were also 

covered in signatures.  

 

Additional highlights from the restoration:  

 

¶ The front sub-frame was damaged in the fall into the sinkhole and required straightening  

¶ The wheels were damaged, but reconditioned, with the original Goodyear Eagle GS -C tires 

¶ Rather than re place the scuffed and scratched pad on the instrument panel, its soft cover was 

carefully removed and replaced to preserve the employee -signed structure beneath it  

¶ The red leather seats, featuring one -off ò1,000,000th Corvetteó embroidery on the headrests 

were damaged but deemed irreplaceable, so they were restored, including a few replacement 

patches of carefully matched hide  

¶ The 5.7L LT1 engine, transmission and other drivetrain components were inspected and found to 

be damage-free  

 

 

Surprisingly, the one  component the team didnõt have to replace was the crushed windshield header. 

When the car first rolled into the shop, an overhead crane was used to raise it enough to make the car 

drivable, but the frame pulled up surprisingly close to the original positi on, encouraging the team to 

save it.  

 

òThe header restoration was a wonderful surprise for what everyone assumed would be the toughest 

aspect of the restoration,ó said Bolognino. òWith access to the original specifications, we got it spot-on 

ð and even the new windshield glass dropped in perfectly.ó 

 

The final touch was replacing the unique ò1,000,000thó windshield banner it wore when it rolled off 

the assembly line 23 years ago. The computer graphic file used for the original was still available, 

allowing creation of an identical banner.  

 

The 1-millionth Corvette is the second sinkhole -damaged Corvette that Chevrolet has restored. The 

first, a 2009 Corvette ZR1 prototype known as the Blue Devil, was only lightly damaged and was 

returned to its original cond ition last fall.  

 

The National Corvette Museumõs new Maintenance and Preservation Department will restore the third 

car, a 1962 Corvette. The five additional Corvettes swallowed by the sinkhole will remain in their as -

recovered state to preserve the histor ical significance of the cars.  
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FAST FACT: The 1-Millionth Corvette rolled off the assembly line as a convertible with a white 

exterior and a red interior - just like the first Corvette produced in 1953.  

 

 

 

 1. What year did GM deliver its first vehicle 

equipped with a Passive Keyless Entry System 

(PKE)? 1993 

 2. What was the last year that cloth seats were 

available on a Corvette? 1993 

 3. In 1975 it was cheaper to build a Corvette 

convertible than a coupe. True or False? Vert 

 4. What was the first year that exhaust exited under the body of a Corvette? 1961 

 5. What was the first year that was Launch Control was standard on manual transmission 

models? 2010 

 6. On the 2015 Corvette which was more expensive: 3LT package on Base & Z51 models or the 

3LZ  package on the Z06? 3LT on the Base & Z51 

 7. What year did GM first install seatbelts at the factory? 

 8. What Year did the name ñStingrayò first appear on C3 Corvettes? 

 9. In what year did Car & Driver pick the ZR1 over the Porsche 911 in a road test? 

 10.What color were all 1996 Grand Sport Corvettes painted? 

 11.What was the material used in the exhaust of the 2001 Z06? 

 12.In what model year was a ñdual mode exhaustò option introduced? 
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Zymurgy   
Moderator  

 
  

 
  
Member Since: Feb  2006  
Posts: 15,404  
Location: DFW Area TX  
Thanks: 11  
Thanked 83 Times in 39 
Posts  

Top 9 Things You Didn't Know About Carbon Fiber   

 
With all of the Carbon Fiber used in the C7, this is a nice primer  on carbon fiber 

from the U.S. Department of Energy:  
Quote:  

9. Carbon fiber --  sometimes known as graphite fiber --  is a strong, stiff, 

lightweight material that has the potential to replace steel and is popularly 

used in specialized, high -performance prod ucts like aircrafts, racecars and 

sporting equipment.  

8. Carbon fiber was first invented near Cleveland, Ohio, in 1958. It wasnôt until 

a new manufacturing process was developed at a British research center in 

1963 that carbon fiberôs strength potential was realized.  

7. Current methods for manufacturing carbon fiber tend to be slow and energy 

intensive, making it costly for use in mass -produced applications. With a goal 

of reducing carbon fiber production costs by 50 percent, the Energy 

Departmentôs new Carbon Fiber Technology Facility at Oak Ridge National 

Laboratory is working with manufacturers and researchers to develop better 

and cheaper processes for producing carbon fibers. Lowering the cost of 

carbon fibers make it a viable solution for vehicles and a wide variety of clean 

energy applications.  

6. The 42,000 -square foot facility features a 390 - foot - long processing line that 

is capable of producing up to 25 tons of carbon fiber a year --  that is enough 

carbon fiber to cover the length of almost 138,889 football fields.  

5. The most common carbon fiber precursor --  the raw material used to make 

carbon fibers --  is polyacrylonitrile (or PAN), accounting for more than 90 

percent of all carbon fiber production. Other precursors options include a 

common plasti c and a wood byproduct.  

4. As part of conventional carbon fiber production, precursors go through 

several processes that include stretching, oxidation (to raise the melting 

temperature) and carbonization in high - temperature furnaces that vaporize 

about 50 percent of the material, making it nearly 100 percent carbon.  

3. Carbon fiber can be woven into a fabric that is suitable for use in defense 

applications or added to a resin and molded into preformed pieces, such as 

vehicle components or wind turbine blade s.  

2. The next generation of carbon - fiber composites could reduce passenger car 

weight by 50 percent and improve fuel efficiency by about 35 percent without 

compromising performance or safety --  an advancement that would save more 

than $5,000 in fuel over the life of the car at todayôs gasoline prices. 

1. In addition to its uses in manufacturing of cars and trucks, advances in 

carbon fiber will help American manufacturers lower the cost and improve the 

performance of wind turbine blades and towers, electron ics, energy storage 

components and power transmission lines.  
 

 

I found this article on www.corvetteforum.com. This is just a tiny example of the information available on this 

site. Every Corvette generation has its own forum where members can ask questions, post information and 

find hard to get parts. There are also regional forums for listing activities and car shows. There are several 

other forums out there, including www.digitalvettes.com and www.stingrayforums.com, that offer similar 

amenities. I will warn you that they can be addicting. Registration is simple and you can even pick your own 

ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƴŀƳŜ όƳƛƴŜ ƛǎ άŦƛǊŜƳŀƴŎтέύΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŀ ŦƻǊǳƳ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǘǊȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ 

view the information, only if you want to reply to a post. 

 

  
Page 7 

http://www.corvetteforum.com/forums/members/209453-zymurgy.html
http://www.corvetteforum.com/forums/post_thanks.php?do=findthanks_user_gave&u=209453
http://www.corvetteforum.com/forums/post_thanks.php?do=findthanks&u=209453
http://www.corvetteforum.com/forums/post_thanks.php?do=findthanks&u=209453
http://www.corvetteforum.com/
http://www.digitalvettes.com/
http://www.stingrayforums.com/
http://www.corvetteforum.com/forums/payments.php
http://www.corvetteforum.com/forums/members/209453-zymurgy.html


National Corvette Museum HPDE 

Jim Boudreaux and sons at the NCM 
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Å hŎǘƻōŜǊ н-п Ϫ DƭŜƴǎǘƻƴŜ [ƻŘƎŜ 
¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мǎǘΗ [ƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǊƛǇΗ [ƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΗ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ōǊƛƴƎ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀǊƳ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ 
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