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2016 Officers 

 
President: Bob Darcey  bdarcey1@hotmail.com  

gwillhoft@cox.netVice President: Gordon Willhoft   

Secretary: Lisa Sansoni  lisa.sansoni@gmail.com  

Treasurer: Elisha Darcey  edarcey@acs-louisiana.com 
          

2016 Board of Directors      

            
Joe Mesa   corvette-zr1@cox.net    

James Boudreaux  jboudreaux@aol.com     

Michael Leeds   laorange@bellsouth.net   

Bill Folse   b3folse@aol.com 

Robert Leeds   rjleeds@cox.net   

Jimmy Herod   jlherod@aol.com 

mebesnard@gmail.comMac Besnard      

Bill Matthews   wbmjr1@gmail.com    

Stanley Kenney  stanleyjkenney@gmail.com  
          

Immediate Past President: Felix Famularo 
President Emeritus: Terry Gilbert  
Webmaster: Wayne Latour 
Membership Director: Bill Folse 
Newsletter Editor: Bob Darcey 
Postmaster: Dusty Portie 

To see the USA in a Chevrolet see 
 our sponsor:

 

Announcements 

General Membership meeting 
Friday, July 22nd, 2016, at the 
Italian Pie,  5650 Jefferson 
Hwy, Harahan. Dinner at 6:00 
PM and meeting will start at 
7:00PM. 
 
Mississippi Corvette Classic, 
Jackson, MS Convention Facility. 
July 16th. Group going up Friday 
July 15th. More info to follow. 
 
 
Bar-B-Que, Wine & Hill Country 
Tour. September 22nd ς 25th. 
More info to follow. 
 

 
Corvette Events: Check for 
upcoming events on the 
Confederation Calendar: 
http://www.localcalendar.com/pu

blic/confederation 
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Presidentõs Signals 

July 2016 
 

 Hello Everyone! 

Summer is here and temperatures are climbing! Summer is also the time we can 
experience severe weather. We have already had three named storms this year! I 
have seen too many Corvettes damaged by flood waters and hail.While many 
would say a Corvette is just a car, to us it is more than that. Protect them, but more 
importantly protect yourselves! I urge everyone to have a plan, a safe place to go 
or at least provisions for survival if you plan to stay. 
 
Here is what is happening this summer. If you enjoy driving your Corvette on the 
track then Nola Motorsports Park has just what you need. They have a series of Lite 
& Heavy Track Nights scheduled in July & August. These events include classroom 
training and multiple 20 minute track sessions, instructor lead on Lite nights. Dates 
for the Track Nite Lite and July 19, August 2 and August 30. Track Nite Heavy dates 
are July 20, August 3 and August 31Φ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ά¢ǊŀŎƪ 5ŀȅέ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ у

th
 and a 

NASA HPDE on July 9 &10. For more information go to www.nolamotorprts.com. 
 
 If Car Shows are more to your liking then the Mississippi Corvette Classic (July 16

th
)  

or Vettes at the Beach, in Pensacola (September), are for you. There is a group 
heading to Jackson Mississippi on Friday, July 15

th
. Look for email notifications to 

Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ϧ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
Saturday morning as well. More info on these two shows can be found later in this 
newsletter. 
 
And if you enjoy road trips the Texas Bar-b-que, Wine and Hill Country Tour 
(September 22-25) will fill your cup! Felix Famularo is working hard to make this an 
unforgettable Corvette experience! You can expect thrilling rides, smooth wine and 
fine BBQ dining on this trip. 
 
Charlie Horton is setting up a trip to a High Performance Driving Event at Road 
Atlanta. The dates for the trip are September 23

rd
 ς 25

th
. You will have an instructor 

in your car and three hours of track time interspersed with classroom sessions. 
Spots are filling up!  If you are interested contact Charlie at 504-495-5379 or 
com400@bellsouth.net. 
 
My health continues to improve. Elisha & I want to thank you for your prayers! 

prayers as we continue to contemplate necessary lifestyle changes. 
 
Enjoy your Corvettes!  BobD 
Notice that the July Membership Meeting will be held on July 22

nd
! 

 
Wave at óem.  Wave even if they donôt wave back.  They might not know any 

better. 

BobD 

 

 

                                     

 

July Birthdays 

 

Faith Giordano July 02 

Jules France  July 05 

Sharon Moore  July 09 

Candy Binder  July 13 

Jeff Cohen  July 13 

Gayle Decker  July 16 

Alma Herod  July 18 

Denise Mesa  July 20 

Richard Buckheister July 21 

Dian Richoux  July 22 

Wayne Latour  July 24 

 

 

 

Membership Notes: 

New Member! 

August Richards of New Orleans 

2007 Blue Roadster 

 

Welcome August!!!!!!! 
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GM caught testing possible mid-engine Chevrolet 

Corvette 

Published June 28, 2016 

FoxNews.com 

Facebook677 Twitter157 livefyre Email Print  

 

The 1986 Corvette Indy is one of several mid-engine concepts GM has created over the years (General Motors) 

It may be the answer to the $729 million question. 

Several media outlets have published spy photos of what appear to be the long-rumored mid-engine Chevrolet 

Corvette undergoing testing at General Motorsô Milford Proving Grounds. 

Shot from a great distance, the grainy images show a camouflaged prototype bearing the hallmarks of a mid-

engine car, including a rear end featuring wide bodywork and flying buttresses with an empty space between 

them where an engine could be. 

Only seen from the side and behind, the car is being driven in the company of a current generation front-engine 

Corvette, and shares the modelôs signature twin taillights. 

Car and Driver reports that its debut will take place at the 2018 Detroit Auto Show and mark the end of the 

front-engine Corvette. Its price is expected to start at $80,000, about the same as todayôs top of the line Corvette 

Z06 and $25,000 more than a base Corvette Stingray. By contrast, the mid-engine Ford GT will cost around 

$400,000 when it goes on sale later this year. 

While General Motors has not officially confirmed it is even considering a mid-engine Corvette or Corvette 

replacement, when asked about it at the 2015 Detroit Auto Show, GM product chief Mark Reuss told Page 3 
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FoxNews.com to ñstay tuned é the brand that sells more performance cars than anybody else in the world, 

weôre known for surprises.ò 

Several recent moves by the automaker suggest one could be on the way. 

The first were trademarks for the names Zora and E-Ray filed over the past couple of years. Zora Arkus-Duntov 

was the engineer that turned the Corvette into a true performance car, so a next-generation model honoring him 

is possible, while E-Ray suggests a hybrid powertrain option could be in the works, pitting the mid-engine 

Corvette against the likes of the Acura NSX and BMW i8. 

More recently, General Motors announced a $290 million investment in the Bowling Green Assembly facility 

where the Corvette is built to ñmodify the plantôs vehicle assembly operations with new technologies and 

processes,ò without spelling out exactly what those are for. This follows a $439 million investment for a new 

paint shop at the factory, which only builds the Corvette at the relatively low rate of about 25,000 cars annually. 

It is possible that General Motors has plans to amortize that investment by building a car for another one of its 

brands on the same platform, as it did with the 2004-2009 Cadillac XLR. Cadillac President Johan De Nysschen 

lent credence to such a move at the 2015 Detroit Auto Show, telling FoxNews.com ñI think there is room for a 

halo performance car such as that in our lineup,ò adding that one ñwill come.ò 

 

Throttle-Back Thursday: Happy 63rd birthday to the Chevrolet Corvette! 

JUNE 30, 2016 
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Some of the first Corvettes rolling down the production line in Flint, Michigan. PHOTO BY GM 

C1 Corvette production kicked off June 30, 1953 

On June 30, 1953, 63 years ago today, the first production Corvettes rolled down Chevrolet's Flint, Michigan 

assembly line. This particular American performance saga started out simple enough: You could only get the 

little fiberglass sportsters in white (over a red interior) with a 235 cubic-inch "Blue Flame" inline-six and a 

Powerglide automatic transmission up front. 

Just 300 largely hand-built specimens emerged by the end of the inaugural year, but after a few tweaks the 

marque gained momentum from there -- and fast. A V8 engine for 1955 was followed by a flashy styling update 

the next year; in the meantime, production had moved to St. Louis, where it remained until the switch to the 

Vette's current home of Bowling Green, Kentucky, in 1981. 

The article we're featuring today doesn't quite herald the arrival of the Vette; Competition Press wasn't around 

back in '53. Instead, this is a look back at the "good old days" of American sports cars ... from 1977. When it 

was penned, the Corvette nameplate hadn't hit the 25-year benchmark, but we suppose that in the bleak post-Oil 

Embargo years those halcyon days of carefree top-down cruising must have seemed a long time ago indeed. 

Still, it just goes to show that the "remember way back when cars were really cars?" line has been trotted out for 

ages now. Read on below; the article is a look back at not just the first Corvettes, but many of the '50s greatest 

automotive hits -- from Mercury Turnpike Cruisers to Crosleys to wild concepts. Just the thing to get you in the 

cruising mood with Woodward on the horizon! 

 

 

Read more: http://autoweek.com/article/car-life/throttle-back-thursday-happy-63rd-birthday-chevrolet-

corvette#ixzz4D4da09fv 

1Could this be the Mid-Engine Corvette? 
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1. Where is the ñAò Pillar on a Corvette? Post between the windshield and the door glass. 
2. What does the acronym ñCAF£ò Stand for? Corporate Average Fuel Economy. 
3. What Corvette model paced the 2008 Indianapolis 500? What fuel did it use? Z06 / E85 
4. In 1976 Corvette received a new ñsportò steering wheel that was shared with  what other 

Chevrolet automobile? Chevrolet Vega 
5. In what model year was Crossfire Injection introduced? 1982 
6. In what year were roller valve lifters added to the Corvette engine to reduce friction? 1987 

1. What model years make up ñmidyearò Corvettes? 

2. In how many model years did Corvette production exceed 40,000 units? 

3. In what model year were Factory Auxiliary Hard Tops first offered for the Corvette? 

4. In what model year was engine displacement raised to 327 cu.in. from 283 cu.in.? 

5. The 1971 model year had two exclusive colors. What were they? 

6. What was the most popular color in 1971? 

  

Watch out for this one! 
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On Saturday, June 4, 35 members of the various Corvette 

Clubs in Louisiana gathered at different locations to meet 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ /ŀǎƘΩǎ ƛƴ [ƻōŘŜƭƭΦ   hǳǊ ŦŜŀǊƭŜǎǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ CŜƭƛȄ 

Famularo, and lovely Mary Berkowitz orchestrated a day of 

fun adventures.  We managed to turn our RAIN into 

Rainbows by taking a scenic tour through Breaux Bridge and 

then onto Jefferson Island to drive through the beautiful 

gardens before heading to the Café Jefferson on Lake 

Peigneur.   We dined on such delicacies as gumbo, crawfish etouffe, and seafood bisque, as well as turkey 

sandwiches, muffalatos, and other sandwiches.  The view of the ancient live oaks and beautiful lake were so 

nice to see as we ate our lunch.   The Rip Van Winkle house was  magnificent, too.   It is so unfortunate that a 

major rainstorm pelted us as we were ready to venture onto our next leg of the journey. Many of the Corvette 

members decided to head home since the storm seemed to intensify.  It would have been so nice to visit 

Avery Island and the Mc Illhenney Tabasco Plant that afternoon, too. 

I want to sincerely thank Felix and Mary for all of their hard work and organization to plan a happy and safe 

trip for that day.   Their adventures are always so entertaining, but the weather did not want to cooperate 

with us that day.  I look forward to another fun adventure in the near future.  We all made it home safe and 

ǎƻǳƴŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ CŜƭƛȄΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƻƻΗ   ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ CŜƭƛȄΣ ŦƻǊ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ   hǳǊ 

rainbows always outweigh the rain! 

A Corvette 

Reporter 

Kathy Culbertson 

Hurley 
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Couple Arrested After Buying Corvette Z06 with Bad 

Check 

By Mitch Talley  -  

Jun 28, 2016 

2105

 

 

Did they really t hink they would get away with it?  

Not with the modern technology these days.  

The story starts  when a husband and wife named Anthony and Bethany Perno apparently 

convinced the crew at Reliable Chevrolet in northwest Albuquerque that they were good to 

pay for a $100,000 -plus Corvette Z06 with a cashierôs check.  

But it was all just an elaborate scam.  

When the couple w ent to their bank to get a cashierôs check, Bethany claimed that the 

bankôs printer was broken and she only had a personal check.  Page 8 

http://www.corvetteblogger.com/author/mitchtalley/
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http://www.corvetteblogger.com/2016/06/28/video-couple-arrested-buying-corvette-z06-bad-check/


Ding, ding, that would have been a red flag to us, but apparently some dealerships are 

afraid theyôll insult a big customer by refusing to accept a personal check. We wonder why 

they didnôt check with the bank to see if the couple had enough funds in their account to 

cover a check that big? But with todayôs technology, maybe the dealer decided it was worth 

the gamble.  

According  to a criminal complaint filed later, the manager at the dealership did accept the 

check, and off went the couple in their shiny new Corvette.  

A few hours later, the dealership discovered the check bounced and tried to get in touch 

with the couple. When c alls went unanswered, the dealership disabled the vehicle through 

Onstar and found out where Mr. and Mrs. Perno were.   

When Anthony emailed the dealership and told them the car wouldnôt crank, Reliable lived 

up to its name and offered a free tow back to th e dealership, where police were waiting.  

The Pernos apparently had the nerve to arrive at the dealer in another vehicle they had 

embezzled three months earlier!  

Theyôve now been charged with embezzlement, conspiracy, fraud, and issuing a worthless 

check.   

With no prior criminal history, the two were released on their own recognizance by a judge 

on Friday.  
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